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Twenty-second Annual Report of the Executive Committee

FOR THE Year ending 31ST March, 1905.

Presented to the Annual Meeting, May i2th, 1905.

A Constructive Policy.

For several years past the Society has been largely occupied with

working out its collective political policy in relation to events and

measures of immediate national concern. The long conflict over

the issues raised by the South African War was succeeded by the

struggle over the Education Acts of 1902 and 1903 ; and finally the

Fiscal Policies of Mr. Chamberlain and Mr. Balfour occupied our

attention in 1902 and 1903. Our contribution to the last-named

controversy was issued on 31st March, 1904, the last day of the

Society's year, and it attracted some attention from serious students

of the subject, though the sale of the Tract has been small.

No fresh political question has come before the country during

the year under review, and the Executive Committee felt that the

time had arrived when the Society should turn its attention to

matters of less immediate urgency but of even greater ultimate

importance. It was therefore determined to attempt to work out in

detail a political program for the guidance of reformers in relation

to certain problems some solution of which in the near future is

indispensable. In order to obtain the assistance of members not on

the Executive Committee, and to secure that every proposal made
should be discussed by specialists belore it was drafted and submitted

to the Society, the plan of referring subjects to specially appointed

committees was revived after some years of desuetude.

Electric Power and Transit.—The cause of the appointment of

this, the first. Committee was the introduction into the House of

Lords of the Electricity Supply Bill, and the great extension of

power companies throughout Great Britain, coupled with the fact

that by law the local authority for electricity is the Borough,

Metropolitan Borough, and District Council, whereas in practice a

County is, as a rule, too small an area for the economical production

of electricity for the purposes of power and transit. This committee,

under the chairmanship of S. G. Hobson, held six meetings, at which

reports on special points, contributed by Boyd Dawson, F. Ackroyd,

C. E. Chesterton and E. R. Pease, were read and considered. Finally,

the chairman prepared a general report dealing with the whole sub-



ject, which was submitted to the Society at a Members' Meeting on

November 25th, and was published as Tract No. 119 a few days after

the close of the period under review.

Reform of Local Government.—The consideration of a wide ex-

tension of the functions of local governing bodies, as proposed by the

Electricity and Transit Committee, immediately raised the question

whether the machinery of local government was properly fitted to

cope with the new responsibilities suggested. A second committee

was therefore appointed, under the chairmanship of Alderman Wm.
Sanders, L.C.C., to consider what reforms in the machinery of local

government are necessary. The committee has held a number of

meetings, at which papers by G. R. S. Taylor (2), A. E. Lauder,

E. R. Pease and the chairman were considered, and has made much
progress in its work, but none of the final reports in preparation has

been presented during the year.

Underfed Children.—One of the unforeseen results of the Educa-

tion Acts of 1902 and 1903 has been to bring within the sphere of

practical politics the proposal to provide meals from public funds for

underfed children in elementary schools. Hitherto the want of unity

amongst elementary education authorities had raised insuperable

difficulties to any organized system of State-aid ;
but the unification

resulting from the new Acts, coinciding with a period of excessive

unemployment and with the publication of some startling statistics

apparently pointing towards national degeneration, led to a sudden

increase in popular interest in this particular proposal. The Execu-

tive therefore appointed a committee, under the chairmanship of

Hubert Bland, consisting chiefly of members of the Society con-

nected in some way with public education. A number of reports

were presented by Mrs. Harrington, Miss Rose Petty, F. Kettle and

C. E. Chesterton, dealing principally with the methods of organizing

meals for school-children adopted in other countries. Finally, a re-

port was drafted by the chairman and Cecil E. Chesterton, and was

presented by the former to a meeting of the Society on Jan. 27th.

This report has since been printed as Tract No. 120, "After Bread,

Education," and has been published in April, after the close of the

year under review.

The Agricultural Committee.—This was appointed at the sugges-

tion of J. Keir Hardie, M.P., to consider what amendments could be

suggested in the Small Holdings Act in order to adapt it for the pro-

vision of farm colonies for the unemployed. A report on the Acts

by G. R. S. Taylor was considered, but the announcement of the

Government's Unemployment Bill rendered this project unnecessary,

and the committee decided to take up the larger subject of the re-

organization of agriculture. A report was written by the chairman,

H. W. Macrosty, and was presented to the Society a few days after

the close of the year under review.

The Housing Question.—X draft Housing Reform Bill, submitted

to the Executive by Councillor H. A. Day, of Norwich, was referred

to a committee, which held several meetings in the autumn, but has

not yet embodied its conclusions in a report.



International Socialist Congress.—A committee was appointed to

consider the reorganization of the Congress and the constitution of

the British section in connection with the International Bureau. A
careful report, drafted by R. Wherry Anderson, was adopted by the

Executive and transmitted to the British Secretary appointed at

Amsterdam.

From this record it will be seen that the method of special com-

mittees has been adopted on an exceptional scale during the year,

and that it has proved successful in producing a considerable output

of constructive work. On the other hand, the standing committees

of the Executive, which in former years met very frequently, have

of late for various reasons been found almost unnecessary.

The Meetings of the Society.

Sixteen meetings have been held during the year, a number the

same as in the previous period, but of these only three, as compared

with five in 1903-4, were business meetings for members.

The general subject selected for the season of 1904-5 was The
Policy of a National Minimum, but the proposed course broke down.

The introductory lecture was deferred, to suit the convenience of

the lecturer, from September till February. Another promised lecture

had to be abandoned owing to a death, and the only other part of the

subject dealt with was a Minimum of Education, on which Mrs.

O'Brien Harris read an instructive paper. The Executive have

appointed a committee to consider the question of a National

Minimum Wage, so that a comprehensive and thorough treatment

of the subject may be arranged for next session.

The remainder of the lectures have been in all cases attended by

audiences fully as large as in former years. The paper by Sydney

Olivier, who had just returned from some years' service in Jamaica,

on the American Negro Question has attracted wide attention and

has since been published in the American International Quarterly

Review for April, 1905. Special mention should also be made of the

concluding summer lecture on " Folk Song Collecting in Somerset,"

by the Rev. C. L. Marson. illustrated by songs arranged by Cecil E.

Sharp, Principal of the Hampstead Conservatoire, who also obtained

the services of musical friends to render the songs, and thus provided

an exceptionally brilliant conclusion to the session. The lecture on

*'The Russian Revolution," by Dr. David Soskice, on March 24th,

attracted perhaps the largest audience of the season.

The Annual Meeting was chiefly occupied with a discussion of

the Licensing Bill then before Parliament, and the other ^Members'

Meetings were devoted to the consideration of committee reports

elsewhese referred to.

The list of lectures and meetings is as follows :

—

Two Lectures on the Policy of a National Minimum.

Feb. 24. " A Minimum Wage Law "
J. H. MORGAN

Mar. 10. "The National Minimum in Education " Mrs. O'Brien Harris, D.Sc



April 22.

May 27.

June 10.

June 24-

Oct. 14.

Oct. 28.

Nov. II.

Dec. 9-

Jan. 13-

Feb. 10.

Mar. 24.

May 13-

Nov. 25-

*J. B. Atkins
*Benjamin Kinn

Dr. F. Lawson Dodi)
Rev. C. L. Marson

Rev. Stewart Headlam

Jan. 27.

Other Lectures.
" Racial Degeneration "

...

" Social Evolution and the Fiscal Problem
" Municipal Milk Supply "

" Folk Song Collecting in Somerset "
...

" The Danger of Municipal Puritanism
"

" Some Comments on the American Negro Queston " SYDNEY OLIVIER
" Gladstonian Ghosts " CECIL E. CHESTERTON
" The Mistakes of Milner

" Dr. H.ADEN GuEST
" Agriculture the Unknown Problem " RICHARD HiGGS
" Prisons and the Principles of Penology " *Ed\VARD Grubb
" The Russian Revolution : its causes and prospects" *David SoskicE

* Not members of the Society.

Business Meetings.
Annual Meeting.

Members' Meeting to consider Report of Transit Committee.

Members' Meeting to consider Report of Underfed Children's Committee.

Tract Printing and Distribution.

The past year has been remarkable for a smaller output of new
Tracts than any since at least 1890. But this is due to the artificial

division of time into periods, whilst the activity of the Society is

continuous. Two new Tracts were issued in February, 1904, near

the end of the previous year : one Tract only has been published

during the twelve months under review, but a quite exceptional

amount of new work has been put in hand, and practically completed,

so that no less than five Tracts have been passed for publication, and

only require the mechanical work of press correcting and printing.

Apart, therefore, from any fresh work, a large output for the year

1905-6 is already assured.

The following is the list of Tracts approved by the Society for

publication which will be issued after the close of the year under

review :

—

No. 119. " Public Control of Electric Power and Transit."

No. 120. "After Bread, Education."

A Tract on Corporate Expenditure by Sir OLIVER LODGE.
A Tract on Municipal Milk Supply by Dr. Lawson Dodd.
A Tract on State Control of Trusts by H. W. Macrosty.

The one new Tract published during the year is No. 118, "The
Secret of Rural Depopulation," by Lieutenant-Colonel D. C. Pedder,

of Ogbourne St. George, Wilts. It is the lecture delivered by him
to the Society in February, and is an able and interesting description

of the psychology of the agricultural industry, and the eflfects of the

unhappy personal relations of masters and men in driving the popu-

lation into the towns.

A ninth and revised edition of the most valuable of our propa-

gandist publications, " Facts for Socialists," was published in June,

making no fewer than 91,000 copies printed since the issue of the

first edition in 1887. We are indebted to J. F. Oakeshott for much
arduous work, requiring special knowledge, in connection with the

revision of the estimate in the Tract of national income and its

division between the capitalist, the landlord, the receiver of salaries

and profits, and the manual labor classes. His estimate that the

total national income is ^f 1,800,000,000 has since been precisely



confirmed by Professor A. L. Bowley, who had just previously calcu-

lated it at ;^2,000,coo,coo, but corrected this in the Economic
Journal for September, 1904. It is interesting to observe that the

national income has increased to this amount from ^1,250,000,000
at which it was estimated for 1885 in the first edition of this Tract,

an increase of 44 per cent.

In addition, the following have been reprinted chiefly from stereo-

plates :

—

No. 47. '' The Unemployed," By John Burns, M.P. With a bibliography cor-

rected up to date.

No. 75. " Labor in the Longest Reign." By SmNEV Webb.
No. 78. " Socialism and the Teaching of Christ." By Dr. JOHN CLIFFORD.
No. 82. " The Workmen's Compensation Act." (One hundred and sixty-first

thousand.)

Of leaflets, we have reprinted also from stereo-plates :

—

No. I. " Why are the Many Poor?"
No. 104. " How Trade Unions Benefit Workmen."

We have sold about 17,000 of the latter Leaflet during the year,

about the same number as in the previous period.

The following Tracts have been sold out during the year, and
will not be re-issued :

—

No. 77. "Municipalization of Tramways."
No. 33. " Municipal Tramways" (Leaflet).

No. 22. "The Truth about Leasehold Enfranchisement" (Leaflet).

Our list of Tracts now stands as follows :

—

6d. 2d. id. Questions Leaflets Total

Tracts of previous years i 2 49 8 25 85

„ 1904-5 ...0010 o I

8 86

Table of Tracts Printed and Issued during Year 1904- 1905

Tracts. Stock

I

Apiil,

'04.

Printed

during

year.

Total. Stock

31

Mar.,

1905.

Distributed

during

year.

Cost

of

Printing,

Binding,

etc.,

during

year.

Proceeds

of

Sales(estimd.)

Estimd.

Sale

Value

of

pre-

sent

stock.

*is. nil 1,000 I,coo 656 344

£
8

£
6 5

6d. 3,049 nil 3.049 2,826 223 nil 4 16

2d. 1,400 nil 1,400 1,102 298 nil I I

Id. 76,409 24,872 101,281 81,618 19,663 67 53 100

Leaflets. 78,060 26,170 104,230 75,220 29,010 12 12 8

Totals 158,918 52,042 210 960 161,422 49.538 £87 £76 £130

* A special edition of Tract No. 116, " Fabianism and the Fiscal Problem," with

a preface by G. Bernard Shaw.



The number of Tracts and Leaflets sold and distributed during
recent years is as follows :

—

Year ending March 1905 1904 1903 1902 1901

Tracts ... 20,528 "48,126 27,538 f73,2ii 53,017
Leaflets ... 2q,oio 31,460 65,580 84,750 114,520

Totals ... 49,538 79,586 93, 118 157,961 167,537
* 20,000 given away under a Tract Distribution Scheme. f 40,000 ditto.

£ £ £ £ £
Receipts ... 76 89 96 128 157
Cost of Printing 87 162 98 229 248

In this connection, we may remark that the demand for Fabian
Essays continues unabated. During 1904, 359 copies were sold

by the publishers, an increase of 121 copies over the average sales

of the previous three years.

Our thanks are due to H. M. Hart, who has once more taken
regular charge of the sale of our Tracts at the meetings of the
Society.

Statistics of Membership.

The following is the record of the alterations in membership
during the past year :

—

1905 London Country Abroad Total

Men ... 274 321 43 638
Women ... 95 43 8 146

Total ... 369 364 51 784

1904 ••• 357 319 54 730

Increase ... 12 45 — 54
Decrease ... — —

3
—

It is satisfactory to report that 67 members have been elected or

reinstated during the year, an increase of 23 over last year. Removals
by resignation and death number only 13, whilst last year they
were 25.

The increase of membership of 54 (which compares with a decrease

of 45 recorded in our last report) is, however, not so real as appears

on the surface. In the year 1 903-4 no less than 62 members were
struck ofi"for neglect to explain their non-payment of subscriptions.

It is customary to make a careful examination of our list at

intervals of two or three years only, and it has happened that the

period under review has not included one of these revisions.

We have to record with great regret the death during the year

of Mrs. Charles Mallet, who was elected a member so long ago as

1888, and served on the Executive Committee from 1890 to i8q2.

At that period she resided in London, and frequently entertained the

members of the Society at Group meetings and other social functions.

She was to the last largely occupied in politics, and was a frequent



attender at our lectures and business meetings. An exceptionally

able speaker, her services were in constant requisition for political

work in connection with the Women's Liberal Federation, the

Humanitarian League and the Friends of Russian Freedom. Few
members of the Society have devoted their lives so persistently and
unselfishly to the promotion of the political and social welfare of

their country.

We must also record the death of Miss Adeline Sergeant, the

well-known novelist, who had been for many years a member of the

Society, and was, until she left London some years ago, generally

present at our fortnightly meetings.

The Year's Finances.

Last year was the first since 1896 in which the Society's annual

account showed a balance on the right side. This year we are glad

to report a yet more favorable result. It will be noted that receipts

show increases in every department except the sale of and advertise-

ments in Tracts. The decline under this head is chiefly due to the

exceptionally small issue of new Tracts previously referred to
;
and,

largely for the same reason, the cost of printing Tracts has fallen

from ^162 in 1903-4 to £'^1 in 1904-5. But as a number of new
Tracts are ready for issue, the balance at the credit of the Society

will probably be expended before this Report is presented to the

members.
Last year the number of Book Boxes was increased by 60, at a

cost of ^269. This year the demand for them has been even larger,

but it has only been necessary to expend £2^^ on buying six new
ones, and procuring an adequate supply of newly published books.

Owing to the restricted scale on which the Educational Lectures

have been conducted during the past season, the sum of £"^0 for

working expenses, allowed by the Hutchinson Trustees in former

years, has not been granted this year.

A further reduction on both sides of the account, and especially

in postages, is due to the absence this year of a Tract Distribution

Scheme, on which a grant from the Hutchinson Trustees of ^83
was expended last year. This circumstance also in part explains the

decline in the amount received for sale of Tracts.

Audited accounts of the year's finances will be found on pages

12-13.

Book Box Libraries.

Last year was easily a record in our circulation of Library Boxes.

The number of subscriptions doubled, and the number of boxes was
increased by some 75 per cent. Some hesitation was felt in incurring

this heavy expenditure on new books and boxes owing to the fear

that the demand for political literature might be a temporary one,

mainly due to the fiscal agitation, and that we might find ourselves

with a large stock of books for which an insuflBcient number of

readers was forthcoming.



1905. 1904
4i' 40
IQ 23
iq 18

15 18

14 12

7 8

37 25

9

So far, at any rate, this fear has proved groundless. Only a small

number of boxes accumulated in the office during the summer, when
new subscribers seldom come in ; in the autumn a large number ot

the expiring subscriptions were renewed, and so many new ones were

received that it proved necessary to purchase six more boxes. In all,

152 subscriptions were booked during the year, an increase of eight

on previous period, and of these 137 were for twelve months, an

increase of eleven. The number of boxes in use is now 151, and the

books available amount to about 4,000 volumes.

The following is a classification of the subscribers for this and

last year :

—

,^ ,.
•' Year endmg

Co-operative Societies

Trades Councils

Trade Unions ...

Independent Labor Party Branches

Other Socialist Bodies

Ruskin College Classes ...

Miscellaneous

152 144

It is probable that the use of these boxes could be still further

popularized by vigorous advertisement, since the number of Trade

Union Branches and Co-operative Societies that subscribe is very

small in relation to the total number of these organizations. Since

the permanence of the expansion of this department seems to be

demonstrated, the Executive Committee may resolve in the coming

season to attempt still further to extend a work which is certainly

not the least valuable of the various branches of the activities of the

Society.

Other Activities.

Fabian Educational Lectures.—The Executive Committee de-

cided, in the existing state of political opinion and in the absence of

any very novel proposals suitable for presentation to the audiences

who attend these lectures, that it was not desirable to organize our

educational lectures on the same scale as in previous years. Alder-

man Wm. Sanders, the lecturer of last season, was only available for

places near London, and the Committee resolved not to send out

the prospectus usually issued in the autumn, but merely to ask the

lecturer to undertake courses for any organization which specially

applied for them within the district named. In consequence of this

decision the lecturing has been on a very small scale. Courses or

single lectures were delivered at Chelmsford, Crawley, Dartford,

Horsham and Sevenoaks with satisfactory results.

The Unemployed.—A Memorandum on the various methods of

alleviating Unemployment and the powers of local governing bodies

in relation thereto, together with a list of recent publications on the

subject, was prepared by order of the Executive and issued to the

members in December, 1904. A number of copies were supplied on

application of members for distribution.
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Office Work.—During the summer, owing to the improved financial
position of the Society, the Executive Committee decided to issue
again a printed list of the names and addresses of members. This
list, useful in many ways, was at one time published annually, but
owing to financial stringency the practice had been discontinued.

Local Government Information Bnrean.—The greater part of the
correspondence of this useful organization is conducted by the Fabian
OflFice, and enquiries into difficult questions of Local Government
Law and practice occupy an appreciable part of the Secretary's time.
Several members of the Society have, as in past years, given valuable
assistance in this department.

The Amsterdam Socialist Congress.—The Society was represented
by five delegates, attending at their own expense, and over a dozen
Fabians, including three members of the Executive Committee, were
present. A report of congress from our point of view was prepared
by Wm. Sanders and published in Fabian News for September.

The Labor Representation Committee.—The Society continues to
be affiliated to this important organization, and is represented on the
Executive by the Secretary, who attended the Liverpool Congress as

delegate. At this Congress the most important vote was that by
which the delegates rejected a proposed amendment to the constitu-
tion^ intended to deprive the Fabian Society and the L L. P. of the
privileged position which entitles their members, one-sixtieth of the
whole, to elect three-thirteenths of the Executive. One slight altera-
tion made in the constitution will require the three Socialist repre-
sentatives to be elected in future years jointly by the delegates of the
Socialist societies affiliated (at present the L L. P. and the Fabian
Society), instead of these two societies electing separately their two
and one representatives respectively.

The International Association for Labor Legislation.—A British
Section of this useful body has been formed under the presidency of
Sidney Webb, which will undertake in a systematic manner a work
which has in former years been partially done by the Society. The
Society has been affiliated to this Association, and will be able to
take part in its deliberations and proceedings.

The Executive Committee.

After two years in which the Executive Committee has been
chosen without opposition, the election for 1905 has led to a contest,

the result of which is not included in the period under review.

PERCY ALDEiN. H. W. MACROSTY.
HUBERT BLAND. H. T. MUGGERIDGE.
CECIL E. CHESTERTON. EDWARD R. PEASE.
F. LAWSON DODD. W. S. SANDERS.
F. ^N. GALTON. G. BERNARD SHAW.
STEWART D. HEADLAM. CHARLOTTE F. SHAW.
S. G. HOBSON. GEORGE STANDRING.

SIDNEY WEBB.

Executive Committeefor the vear igo-f-^.
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LOCAL FABIAN SOCIETIES.

Aberystwyth Ux\iversity College.—Secretary, T. Huws Davies, University
College.

Cambridge.—Secretary, Arthur Cox, 2 Burleigh Street, Cambridge.
Glasgow.—This society has now 50 financial members, an increase of 16 over

last year. It has quite a number of members influential in municipal affairs, Baillies

D. M. Stevenson, Geo. Mitchell, Robert Forsyth and Shaw Maxwell, and Councillor

James Boyd, all members of the Town Council, whilst Martin Haddow, John Allan
and L. W. Williams are members of School Boards. A large number of successful

meetings and gatherings have been held. The Secretary, J. C. Wilson, has gone to

California, and Robert Pollok, 152 Broomfield Road, Springburn. is acting in his place.

Glasgow University.—-This society will be reconstituted at the beginning of

the autumn session with about 30 members. H. A. Reyburn will be President, and
J. Keir Hardie, M.P., Dennis Hird, Prof. Robertson Watson and Sidney Webb have
accepted the position of Vice-Presidents. Arrangements have already been made for

a number of debates and meetings. In term time, Universit}' Union, Glasgow, is

sufficient address for all the members. The Secretary is P\ Robertson McRorie, West
Manse, Strathaven, Sutherlandshire.

Leeds and County.—The number of members shows a further reduction to 15.

Meetings have been held fortnightly, and the society has been principally occupied in

the preparation and publication of its penny pamphlet, Fabian Tract No. i, "Leeds
and the Unemployed" (published at the Arts Club, 18 Park Lane), and with the
problem of feeding School Children. One of its members, Joseph Hazelip, was
returned at the top of the poll as Urban District Councillor for Horsforth, after defeats

at two previous elections. Secretary, Albert E. Allen, Ivy House, Horsforth.
Treasurer, W. P. Irving, g Brudenell Mount, Leeds.

Liverpool.—This society reports 63 members, a small decrease on last year.

Meetings are held fortnightly during the winter season. The society co-operated
with the I.L.P. in organizing a very successful demonstration in St. George's Hall for

the Labor Representation Conference, and realized a substantial profit. A Citizen Sun-
day was again organized in loo places of worship. The members have given some 40
or 50 lectures during the year. Hon. Sec. and Treasurer, Arthur Ellis, 3 Lancelots
Buildings, Lancelots Hey, Liverpool.

Newport (Mon.).—This society remains dormant, but is likely to be reconstituted

with about 20 members. Secretary, H. G. Keene, 22 Gibbs Road.
Oxford University.—This society has how onl}' six members and eight associ-

ates. The present Secretary is shortly leaving, and communications should be
addressed to the President, Sidney Ball, of St. John's College.

Tunbridge Wells.—This society remains dormant. No meetings have been
held. About 15 members are reported, and a revival is contemplated as soon as a
favorable opportunity presents itself. Secretary, H. C. Lander, Rockhurst.

DUNEDIN (N.Z.).—John Gilchrist, of 7 Victoria Street, has reconstituted the F.S.

here ; fortnightly meetings have been held for six months.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 1905-6.

PERCY ALDEN. H. W. MACROSTY.
HUBERT BLAND. EDWARD R. PEASE.
CECIL E. CHESTERTON. W. S. SANDERS.
F. L.AWSON DODD. G. BERNARD SHAW.
F. W. GALTON. Mrs. BERNARD SHAW.
STEWART D. HEADLAM. GEORGE STANDRING.
S. G. HOBSON. G. R. S. TAYLOR.

SIDNEY WEBB.
Hon. Treasurer : Secretary :

HUBERT BLAND. EDWARD R. PEASE.

OJ?ce

:

Bankers

:

3 CLEMENT'S INN, STRAND, LONDON AND COUNTV HANK.
London, W.C.
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H)l\ abstract of accounts for IJear

£ s. d.

To Balance at Credit of Societ}', 31st

March, 1904

„ Receipts during Year, viz. :

—

Subscriptions from Members ... ?2i 14 6

Do. Special ... ... 200 o O

Donations from Non-Members and

Sundry Receipts ... .. ... 39 16 o

Sale of Tracts.

Advei'tisements

Royalties

Sales of Books, less Purchases

Book Box Fees

Book Boxes :

—

Unexpended Balance from last year 4 12 10

Grant ... ... ... ... 25 o o

Books sold, or lost and paid for, etc. 7 19 5

Grants for Educational Lectures

Annuity for Rent

C s. d.

1904.

£ s. d.

7 3 Si

315 II

125

561 10 6

76 9 7*

3 17

80 6 7J

3 I I

3 3 loj

6 4 i\\

44 8

32 12 9

89 2 O

10 3 9

2 14 O

40 5 6

2 12 oj

255

649
37 12 3

10

Donation.

25 165

30 30

Grant
Dist

£1

83 6 8

for Tract

ribution.

/791 18
5^

,

,167 2 4j
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m^im HDarcb Slet, 1905, Cr.

By Expenditure during Year, viz. :

—

Hire of Halls for London Lectures

Printing and Advertising Tracts

Printing Fabian News

General Printing

Grants and Fees to other bodies

Expenses of Country Lectures

Office Expenses, viz. :

—

Salaries

Rent, Cleaning, Coals, etc.

Postage and Parcels

Auditors' Fee

Stationery and Miscellaneous

Book Boxes :

—

Books Purchased, etc.

Educational Lectures :

—

Expenses and Fees of Lecturer,

Printing, etc.

Balance at Credit of Society, 31st

March, 1905 :
—

Bank Balance

Sundry Debtors

Less Sundry Creditors

£ s. d. £ s. </.

1904.

s. d.

30 23 15

87 8 5 162 4 2

50 4 46

30 8 6 27 6

8 7 10 4 5 7

2

242 15 242 15

ti9 12 116 12 10

76 9 II 99 18 I

3 3 3 3

24 II I

466 II 2

27 12 8^

39 8 10 269 3 11^

4 12 10
Balance forward.

115 8 II

II 13
Dr. from rgoj.

7*

62

4

6

3

2

5i

5 7
Books purchased

2^

66 9 1\

II 7 2

5i

51

7 3 Si

;f79l 18 ,^1,167 2 4i

We have examined the above account and compared it with the Books and Vouchers of

the Society, and certify the same to be correct.

Ll.MEBEER AND TLNLLXG, I

Chartered Accountants.
I

May I ilh, 1905.

Auditors.



RULES.

Definitions.

1.—The words "due notice" shall mean that the notice is received by the
General Secretary before the 23rd day of any month for publication in the next issue

of Fabian News, or as provided in Rule 8, Clause 2.

2.—A public meeting shall mean a meeting to which non-members are admitted.
A private meeting shall mean a meeting confined to members of the Society.

The Executive Committee.
3.—Before the Annual Meeting to be held in May, the Society shall elect by

ballot a Treasurer and an Executive Committee of fifteen members to hold office for

one year. Due notice shall be given of all nominations for these offices. Voting
papers shall be sent to all members, together with the April number of the Nev\'S,

and they shall be returned to the General Office on or before April 20th. Two
scrutineers shall be appointed by the Society, whose duty it shall be to open the
ballot-box, to count the votes, and to certify to the General Secretary before April 23rd,
for publication in the News, the number of votes polled. The new Executive shall

come into office on April 25th. In case of Easter occurring about the dates named,
the Executive may alter them, giving due notice thereof ; but no alteration shall ex-

ceed seven days. In case of a tie, there shall be a second ballot at the Annual Meet-
ing, only those present voting. Any vacancies which occur during the year shall be
filled by election after due notice. Five members shall be a quorum.

4.—The Executive Committee shall conduct the general business of the Societ}',

appoint the paid officers, prepare and publish tracts, subject to Rule 9, and appoint
all delegates to represent the Society.

Committees.
5.—Committees for special purposes shall be appointed by the Executive Com-

mittee, but notice of such committees (exclusive of those dealing with purely Execu-
tive business) shall be published beforehand in the Fabian News, or at private
meetings, in order that any member desirous to serve on such committees may have
the opportunity of sending in his or her name for consideration by the Executive.

Order of Business.

6.—Resolutions of which due notice has been given shall be placed on the
agenda of the first private meeting of the Society after such notice has been pub-
lished. Resolutions shall not be moved without due notice, except after a vote of

urgency has been carried.

7.—Any resolution, not affecting the constitution of the Society, its Rules or its

Basis, may be declared urgent by a majority of three-fourths of the members present
in a private meeting of not less than twenty-five members, and, if so declared, shall

be discussed and voted upon forthwith.

8.—When a requisition signed by not less than twenty-five members is presented
to the General Secretary, calling for a private meeting to discuss any resolution, the
Executive Committee shall order the resolution to be printed in Fabi.\N News, and
shall appoint for the meeting the earliest convenient date thereafter.

When a requisition of urgency, signed by not less than fifty members, is pre-

sented to the General Secretary, calling for a private meeting to discuss a specific

notice of motion, he shall summon such meeting for a date within fourteen days from
the receipt thereof, and shall within seven days notify the same to all members, by
circular or otherwise.

Tk.\cts.

9.—Except in cases of emergency, notice shall be given by the Executive Com-
mittee, either in Fabian News or by special circular, of any tracts proposed to be
issued by the Society, and every tract shall be submitted to the members at a private

meeting, and shall only be published when adopted by that meeting.
In case of emergency a tract may be adopted at any private meeting upon a \ote

of urgency.

Membership.
10.

—

London Members.—Candidates resident within the area of the London
Groups must sign a declaration that they accept the Basis of the Society, must attend
two meetings as visitors, and must be proposed and seconded by members from
I)ersonal knowledge. The names of all candidates shall be printed in Fabian News



every month, and they shall not be elected before the second meeting of the Executive
Committee after such publication. The proposer and seconder must sign the nomina-
tion paper, and must each forward a letter to the Secretary stating that the candidate
is a Socialist, and likely to be a useful m.ember of the Society. Candidates shall be
elected by an unanimous vote of the Executive Committee. If a candidate be rejected,
his proposer shall have a right of appeal to the Society, in which case a ballot shall
be taken at a private meeting, with due notice given, when one black ball in five shall
exclude.

Candidates who cannot qualify by attending the public meetings of the Society
may attend meetings of the Group in whose area they reside, and on the recommenda-
tion of the Secretary of the Group, two such attendances shall be deemed to qualify.

Every candidate for election shall make a contribution to the funds of the Society
prior to his election, the amount being returned to him if he be not elected.

The Executive Committee may by an unanimous vote, for special reasons, sus-
pend such parts of this Rule as specify qualifications for membership, except that part
which requires acceptance of the Basis.

11.

—

Provincial Members.—Any candidate resident outside the London district

must sign the declaration of acceptance of the Basis, and must be proposed by one
member. Such candidates are not required to attend two meetings prior to election.

12.—Members who do not take part in the work of the Society and subscribe to

its funds during one year may be removed from the list of members at the discretion
of the Executive Committee.

13.—A member may be expelled from the Society by a vote of more than three-
fourths of the members present at a meeting of not less than fifty members. Due
notice of the motion shall be given to the General Secretary ; but such notice shall

not be valid and shall not be printed in F"abia.n News without the sanction of the
Executive Committee.

Subscription.

14.—Members are expected to subscribe ar.nually to the funds of the Society in

accordance with their means.
Groups.

15.—The members resident in or near London shall, for the purpose of local

work, be divided by the Executive Committee into Groups according to the Parlia-

mentary constituencies in which they reside. Each Group shall elect a Secretar}-,

who shall keep a list of the Group members, and shall organize the work of the
Group.

The Group Secretar}' will be removable by a vote of the Group, at a meeting
attended by not less than one-third of the Group members, or by a vote of the
Society after due notice has been given.

A meeting of any Group may be summoned either by the Group Secretary or by
the General Secretary by order of the Executive Committee.

A Group may apjwint delegates to any body dealing specially with the affairs of
the Group area.

Annu.\i. Report.

16.—The Annual Report and Balance Sheet, made up to .March 31st, shall be
sent to members at least seven days before the Annual Meeting.

Alter.\tion of Rules and Basis.

17.—\o alteration of, or addition to, the Rules shall be made without due notice

;

or at any meeting other than the Annual Meeting, except by a vote of more than
three-fourths of the members present at a meeting of not less than fifty metnbers.

No alteration of, or addition to, the Basis shall be made until it has been
adopted, after due notice given, by a vote of more than three-fourths of the members
preseiit at an Annual Meeting, and confirmed by a similar vote at a Special Private
Meeting held after an interval of not less than six months.

Referendum.
IS.—The Executive Committee may at any time refer any question to the

decision of the whole Society, the voting to be by letter.

Any mover of a resolution which, at a meeting of the Society, has been supported
by not less than fifty members may claim a poll of the whole Society, the voting to be
b}' letter.
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FABIAN SOCIETY.—The Fabian Society oonslsts of Sooialiets. A state-
ment cf its Rules and the following publications can be obtained from the

\
Secretary, at the Fabian Ofl&ce, 3 Clement's Inn, London, W.C. ') C^ '

FABIANISM AND THE EMPIRE: A Manifesto. 4d. post free. ^ct) ^k^i
FABIAN ESSAYS IN SOCIALISM. (35th Thousand.)

Paper cover, r/-
;
plain cloth, 2/-, post free from the Secretary. ^

FABIAN TRACTS and LEAFLETS. -L'
{^

Tracts, each 16 to 52 pp., price Id., or 9d. per doz., unless otherwise stated, ,

Leaflets, 4 pp. each, price Id. for six copies. Is. per 100, or SjG per 1000,
The Set of 88, 3s.; post free 3/5. Bound in Buckram, 4/6 ; post free for 5s.

I.—General Socialism in its various aspects.
Tracts.— 121. Public Service versus Private Expenditure. By Sir Oliveb t<^

Lodge. 113. Communism. By Wm. Morbis. 107. Socialism for Million- ' -^

aires. By Bebnard Shaw. 79. A Word of Remembrance and Caution ' Lj.
to the Rich. By John Woolman. 78. Socialism and the Teaching of
Christ. By Dr. John Clipfobd. 87. The same in Welsh. 42. Christian -y N ^
Socialism. By Rev. S. D. Headlam. 75. Labor in the Longest Reign. • ^
By Sidney Webb. 72. The Moral Aspects of Socialism. By Sidney Ball. ^'' ^
69. Difficulties of Individualism. By Sidney Webb. 51. Socialism : True

'

and False. By S. Webb. 45. The Impossibilities of Anarchism. By <;

Bernard Shaw (price 2d.). 15. English Progress towards Social Demo-
cracy. By S.Webb. 7. Capital and Land (6th edn. revised 1904). 5. Facts J? h
for Socialists (9th edn., revised 1904). Leaflets— 13. What Socialism Is. '^

I. Why are the Many Poor.' 38. The same in Welsh. C />
II.—Applications of Socialism to Particular Problems.

"*

Tracts.— 122. Municipal Milk and Public Health. By Dr. F. Law^n
,

/

DoDD. 120. " After Bread, Education." 125. Municipalization by ^^^ |( .2, •3
vinces. 119. Public Control of Electrical Power and Transit. 123.

Revival of Agriculture. 118. The Secret of Rural Depopulation.
State Aid to Agriculture : an Example. 112. Life in the Laundry, no. ^
Problems of Indian Poverty. 98. State Railways for Ireland. 124. State • t^
Control of Trusts. 86. Municipal Drink Traffic. 85. Liquor Licensing '

^

at Home and Abroad. 84. Economics of Direct Employment. 83. State
Arbitration and the Living Wage. 73. Case for State Pensions in Old '

Age. 67. Women and the Factory Acts. 50. Sweating: its Cause and
Remedy. 48. Eight Hours by Law. 23. Case for an Eight Hours Bill.

47. The Unemployed. By John Burns, M.P. Leaflets.— 89. Old Age
Pensions at Work. 19. What the Farm Laborer Wants. 104. How
Trade Unions benefit Workmen. ')

III.—Local Government Powers: How to use them, ji^)^ ^ '7
Tracts.— 117. The London Education Act, 1903: how to make the best" ' '

of it. 114. The Education Act, 1902. in. Reform of Reformatories
and Industrial Schools. By H. T. Holmes. 109. Cottage Plans and ^Common Sense. By Raymond Unwin. 103. Overcrowding in London -1

and its Remedy. By W. C. Steadman, L.C.C. loi. The House Famine I

and How to Relieve it. 52 pp. 76. Houses for the People. 100. Metro-
politan Borough Councils. 99. Local Government in Ireland 82.

Workmen's Compensation Act. 62. Parish and District Councils.
61. The London County Council. 54. The Humanizing of the Poor
Law. By J. F. Oakeshott. Leaflets.— 68. The Tenant's Sanitary
Catechism. 71. Same for London. 63. Parish Council Cottages and
how to get them. 58. Allotments and how to pet them. FABIAN
MUNICIPAL PROGRAM, First Series (Nob. 32, 36, 37). Municipaliza-
tion of the Gas Supply. The Scandal of London's Markets. A
Labor Policy for Public Authorities. Second Series (Nos. 90 to 97).
Municipalization of Milk Supply. Municipal Pawnshops. Municipal
Slaughterhouses. Women as Councillors. Municipal Bakeries. Muni-
cipal Hospitals. Municipal Fire Insurance. Municipal Steamboats —
Second Series in a red cover for Id. (9d. per doz.) ; separate leaflets, 1/- per 100.

IV.—Books. 29 What to Read on social and economic subjects. 6d.net,

v.— General Politics and Fabian Policy.
116. Fabianism and the Fiscal Question: an alternative policy. 108.

Twentieth Century Politics. By Sidney Webb. 70. Report on Fabian
Policy. 41. The Fabian Society: its Early History. By Bernard Shaw.

VI.—Question Leaflets. Questions for Candidates: 20, Poor Law Guard
ians. 24, Parliament. 28, County Councils, Rural. 56, Parish Councils. 57,
Rural Districl Councils. 102, Metropolitan Borough Councils.

Book Boxes lent to Societies, Clubs. Trade Unions, for 68. a year, or 2/6 a quarter
Printed bv O. Standiing, 7 Fill^l)lll y t-t.. Lumion, K.C., and published by the Fabian Sucaty,

:i ('U:mvi)Vs Inn, Strand, London, W.C.






